Jersey ~ Petrology

In 2007, Jersey Post issued a set of stamps entitled ‘Mineralogy’
featuring various mineral specimens discovered in Jersey, or on its
offshore reefs, and displayed by Jersey Heritage in the MP
Shah Gallery at La Hougue Bie Museum, Grouville, Jersey. Also on
display are many examples of the petrology of the Island and Jersey
Post will, on 9th March 2010, issue a set of five stamps featuring
rocks from that collection. The stamps will feature Brecciated
Pegmatite, Orthoclase Feldspar crystals, recemented with
Chalcedony (found at Ronez, St John), Diorite with incipient
orbicular structure (Greve D’Azette), Granite (Mont Mado,
St John), Jasper in Andesite (St Helier) and pebbles of Granite,
Andesite and Shale in Rozel conglomerate. The Presentation Pack
shows a cross section of Shale with Limestone beds from
L’QOuziere, St Ouen whilst the First Day Cover envelope details a band
of conglomerate between two layers of Shale found at Téte des
Hougues, Trinity.

Olga Finch, Curator of Archaeology at Jersey Heritage, provided
Jersey Post with the following observations regarding the petrology
of Jersey:

“The oldest rocks in Jersey are the Shales, which are over 700 million
years old. They were formed by muddy currents flowing down a
sloping seabed which deposited layer after layer of fine sand and clay
which over time was compressed and cemented into shales.

The second generation of rocks are andesites and rhyolites. These
were produced by volcanoes as ash-falls and lava flows some 650 to
550 million years ago.

The best known rocks in Jersey are the pink and grey granites and
diorites. They make up a third of the Island and were formed between
560 and 480 million years ago by molten rock cooling and solidifying
deep between the Earth’s surface.

The Rozel Conglomerates are the youngest rock formation on the
Island, formed around 400 million years ago. The accumulation of
pebbles formed when mountain ranges made up by the granite and
older rock units were uplifted and eroded. Streams and torrents
carried the pebbles and sand down valleys to deposit them on alluvial
fans building onto a desert plain.”
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The Presentation Pack painted by Jennifer Toombs.
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Jennifer Toombs was the artist commissioned to paint the Mineralogy
stamps and, to keep some continuity in this series, she was
approached to paint the images for ‘Petrology’ too. Reference
images for Jennifer to paint from were sourced from Guy and Denise
Cangelosi who also supplied the mineral photographs. The full colour
photographs were originally taken to form part of their Mineralogy,
Geology and Paleontology Website which, now defunct, included a
feature on rocks and minerals from the Channel Island of Jersey.

La Hougue Bie continues to fascinate many thousands of visitors
each year. This Neolithic ritual site dates from approximately 4000
years BC and, beneath a great mound of earth, one of the largest and
most well preserved passage graves in Europe was discovered in
1924. Constructed on top of the earth mound is a 16th century
chapel and crypt whilst beneath the surrounding flat grounds is a
Second World War German bunker which has been turned into a
memorial to the War-time slave workers in the Channel Islands. The
museums, passage grave, memorial, and the education about the
Island’s history it provides, makes La Hougue Bie Museum an
essential ‘must see’ if visiting Jersey.
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Jersey Birdlife IV ~ Woodland Birds

One of Jersey Post’s most popular stamp series in recent years has
proved to be that featuring a selection of the Island’s avian
inhabitants including ‘Garden Birds’, ‘Migrating Birds’ and ‘Song
Birds’. The fourth stamp set in the series will be issued on 1st April
2010 and will depict species which fall into the ‘Woodland Birds’
category. Following the same format as the previous sets in the
series, there will be six stamps, one Souvenir Miniature Sheet
(containing three of the stamps) and one Souvenir Sheetlet
(containing one of each of the six stamps) along with the respective
First Day Cover envelopes and Presentation Packs.
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Once again, Jersey Post called on the expertise of Mike Stentiford
MBE. during the initial research stages to provide a suitable list of
birds which may be found in the woodland areas of Jersey. From that
list the following species were chosen to appear on the stamps:-
Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major strikingly beautiful
with black and white plumage and a vivid crimson patch beneath its
tail, an elusive and diminutive Short-toed Treecreeper
Certhia brachydactyla, a Jay Gargulus glandarius resplendent in its







